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History
The James Pantyfedwen Foundation began its operations on 1 April 
1998 being the successor to two former Foundations – the Catherine 
and Lady Grace James Foundation (established in 1957) and the 
John and Rhys Thomas James Foundation (established in 1967). 
Both these Foundations had been set up by the late Sir D J James in 
memory of his parents, his wife and his brother, and his aim was to 
create a permanent endowment to benefit the people of Wales. All 
the purposes of the original two Foundations have been safeguarded 
within the provisions of the James Pantyfedwen Foundation.

Trustees
The work of the Foundation is undertaken by nineteen Trustees. Six of 
these are ex-officio Trustees, representing various denominations 
in Wales (the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian Church of Wales, 
the Union of Welsh Independents, the Baptist Union of Wales and the 
Unitarians in Wales), and the National Eisteddfod of Wales. There are 
also thirteen Ordinary Trustees. No changes occurred during 2017-18.

Finance
The total incoming resources of the Foundation during 2017-18 were 
£624,125. Direct charitable expenditure amounted to £533,984. The 
fund management charges amounted to £75,221, with governance 
costs being £4,767.

The provision of property repairs at the start of the year was 
£83,737, but a further sum of £16,263 was added in view of the 
work and developments planned in Pantyfedwen. Property costs of 
£86,946 were incurred during the year, which included installing 
three new toilet cubicles and a new kitchen, placing nets over the 
backyard of the premise to prevent access to birds, placing a guardrail 
around the roof as a safety measure and repointing the joints on part 
of an outside wall in order to address the dampness on the back wall of 
one of the offices. A further sum of £75,000 has also been transferred 
to this Building and Equipment Fund leaving a provision of £88,055 in 
this Fund to address further developments planned for 2018-19.

Investments
The Trustees seek to secure a balance between income and 
enhancing the capital from the investments within a diversified 
portfolio. The level of risk remains at a medium/high level, consistent 
with an assset distribution heavily loaded in equities. The Foundation 
continues the relationship with Tilney Bestinvest Investment 
Managers under the discretionary model of management agreed in 
July 2016, which gives the Investment Managers full responsibility 
for any investment decisions, made in accordance with the Statement 
of Investment Principles.

At the end of 2017-18, the Foundation’s Main Fund was valued at 
£14,374,645, with the Unallocated Income Fund valued at £1,802,911. 

Both of these valuations are lower than twelve months ago, but the 
Investment Managers do emphasise the constant difficult balance 
needed to increase the capital while also ensuring regular income for 
the Foundation. Although the income secured is slightly less than last 
year, the yield on investments during 2017-18 was £599,878, being a 
much higher figure than the Investment Manager’s income target.

Reserves
Trustees have determined that they will retain as reserves a sum 
which is not less than the equivalent of one year’s full income.

Risk Register
In line with the requirements set by the Charity Commission, the 
Trustees have compiled a register of potential risks to which the 
charity is exposed, and systems have been established to mitigate 
these risks. The risk register is now reviewed on a regular basis and 
was last reviewed in November 2017.

Awards
Grants authorised during the year amounted to £419,494. Grants paid 
in the year came to £403,034.

The total amount paid was distributed as follows:

A list of grants paid to Churches (buildings) and Eisteddfodau are 
shown in the appendices to this Annual Report.

Under educational purposes grants were paid to 54 postgraduate 
students to meet the cost of tuition fees up to a maximum of £7,000 
in each case. This included two grants under the terms of the 
scheme administered on behalf of the former Undeb Cymru Fydd, 
where support is given to one or two students conducting research 
on Wales, either in the fields of Welsh history, politics, language or 
literature.

Religious Buildings £35,500.00

Educational Purposes (students) £278,479.00

Eisteddfodau £75,440.00

Morlan-Pantyfedwen Lecture £415.00

Urdd Gobaith Cymru £13,200.00

£403,034.00



Church in Wales St Mary the Virgin Church, Halkyn £2,000.00

St Llawddog Church, Penboyr £4,000.00

St Michael and All Angels Church, Aberystwyth £1,000.00

St Cynog’s Church, Ystradgynlais £500.00

St Michael’s Parish Church, Caerwys £5,000.00

St Tegai’s Church, Llandygai £2,000.00

All Saints Church, Barry £4,000.00

St Mary’s Church, Hay-on-Wye £1,500.00

£20,000.00

Methodist Buckley Cross Methodist Church, Buckley £4000.00

£4000.00

Welsh Congregational Gellimanwydd (Christian Temple), Ammanford £6,000.00

Caersalem, Pontyberem £3,000.00

£9,000.00

Other Churches Hope Church, Garnant £500.00

Bethel Community Church, Kenfig Hill £2,000.00

£2,500.00

Grants paid to church (buildings) in 2017/18



Abergorlech (Capel Newydd) £218.00 Llandderfel (2018) £394.00

Abergynolwyn (2017) £344.00 Llandegfan £445.00

Abergynolwyn (2018) £369.00 Llandyfaelog £161.00

Aberystwyth (Calan Mai) £390.00 Llandyrnog £201.00

Aelhaearn £166.00 Llanegryn £306.00

Bancffosfelen a Crwbin £224.00 Llanfachreth, Dolgellau £364.00

Bethel, Caernarfon £281.00 Llangadog a’r Cylch £475.00

Bethel, Melin y Coed £238.00 Llangollen 10,000.00

Betws yn Rhos (Calan Mai) £151.00 Llanllyfni £308.00

Bodffordd, Llangefni £500.00 Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant £254.00

Bontnewydd, Caernarfon £128.00 Llanuwchllyn £358.00

Bro Aled, Llansannan £402.00 Llawrplwy a Phenstryd £461.00

Bryngwenith, Llandysul £88.00 Maenclochog £218.00

Calfaria, Garnant £219.00 Myddfai, Llandovery £192.00

Capel Cenarth £135.00 Mynydd y Garreg £65.00

Capel y Groes, Llanwnnen (2017) £160.00 Pandy Tudur £242.00

Capel y Groes, Llanwnnen (2018) £197.00 National Eisteddfod of Wales £18,000.00

Castell Newydd Emlyn £457.00 Pumsaint £305.00

Chwilog, Pwllheli £413.00 Pwllglas (2015-16) £232.00

Ciliau Aeron £165.00 Rhydlewis (2017) £183.00

Deiniolen a’r Cylch £297.00 Rhydlewis (2018) £194.00

Derwen, Corwen £70.00 Senni £187.00

Dihewyd £197.00 Stesion, Trawsfynydd £205.00

Dyffryn Ceiriog £143.00 Swyddffynnon (2017) £294.00

Dyffryn Conwy £500.00 Swyddffynnon (2018) £330.00

Dyffryn Ogwen £500.00 Talgarreg £258.00

Eisteddfod Goffa Teulu James, Cardigan £9,500.00 Talwrn £330.00

Eisteddfod Teulu James Pontrhydfendigaid £8,200.00 Talybont, Bala (2017) £200.00

Eisteddfod RTJ, Lampeter £10,000.00 Talybont, Bala (2018) £295.00

Eisteddfod y Cymoedd £366.00 Trallong, Pontsenni £500.00

Felinfach £401.00 Trefeglwys £344.00

Foel, Llangadfan £168.00 Treuddyn £291.00

Garndolbenmaen a’r Cylch £237.00 Tymbl £372.00 

Groeslon, Caernarfon £187.00 Upper Chapel, Aberhonddu £500.00 

Hen Gapel, Llanbrynmair £306.00 Uwchmynydd, Aberdaron £500.00 

Kerry, Newtown £197.00 Y Fenni £500.00 

Llanarth £140.00 £75,440.00

Llandderfel (2017) £322.00

Urdd Gobaith Cymru

National Eisteddfod £3,000 Area and Regional Eisteddfodau £10,200

£13,200

Grants paid to Eisteddfodau in 2017/18
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Capel Cildwrn, Llangefni
A grant was awarded to the Llangefni Evangelical Church at Cildwrn 
Chapel to support the work of installing a new floor and heating system 
and removing the pews to create a more effective space of worship and 
community use. Following the completion of the project, a very well-
attended re-opening service and Open Day was held at Cildwrn, Llangefni, 
over the 2017 Easter weekend; with an exhibition in the chapel house 
depicting the history of the building.

A few recent beneficiaries
CHURCHES

Having received a grant from the James Pantyfedwen Foundation, each church submits a report at the end of their planned project, and we 
are begining to add these reports and photograhps to the Foundation’s website: www.jamespantyfedwen.cymru. It is encouraging to hear that 
the Pantyfedwen grants do support and assist various projects throughout Wales, with priority given to mission-related work, ecumenical 
projects, and where the church buildings are used regularly by the local communities.

Below are some examples of church projects that have received Pantyfedwen grants during the last few years.

Gloddaeth United Church
Gloddaeth United Church in Llandudno was given a grant to reorder the 
premises to ensure accessibility to all. The work included removing pews, 
levelling the floor, upgrading the toilet facilities and kitchen provision, 
creating a quiet/prayer room and office. Gloddaeth Church was formed 
from the merger of the Llandudno branch of the Presbyterian Church 
of Wales with the local United Reformed church, Christ Church, and the 
project described above exemplifies the church’s spiritual and practical 
mission within its community.

St Mary the Virgin Church, Halkyn
The Church of St Mary in Halkyn received a Pantyfedwen grant to help 
with the installation of a kitchen area at the west end of the north aisle 
of the church. The kitchen has been designed to match the existing oak 
fittings of the church and to avoid looking like a kitchen when out of use. 
This facility will be a great advantage as the church supports its own 
fellowship and its community outreach work through various events 
and initiatives.



Hope Church, Newtown
Hope Church building in Newtown, Powys had outgrown its premises and 
received a major grant from the Foundation four years ago to support 
a new church building project. The work on site has been slower than 
anticipated and many unforeseen problems have had to be faced, but the 
work is going ahead and it is hoped that the project will be completed by 
the end of 2018.

Newbridge Vision Centre
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Newbridge realised that additional facilities 
were needed for its own growing range of activities and for the wider 
locality generally, and decided to transform the derelict school room into a 
centre for the church and community. Work on the project took 15 months 
to complete, and was supported by the Welsh Government’s Community 
Facilities Programme and Caerphilly County Borough Council’s Community 
Regeneration Fund as well as the James Pantyfedwen Foundation. 
Renamed the Newbridge Vision Centre, the first-class facilities available 
for hire include two large halls, smaller meeting rooms, a computer suite 
and an accessible training kitchen.

St Michael’s Church, Caerwys
According to the report from St Michael’s, “our renovated church works 
well for us, but it is also an inspiration”. The project has provided toilet 
and kitchen facilities, has improved the heating, the lighting and audio-
visual facilities, and provided new seating and floor surfaces, so that 
congregations and visitors can participate in comfort and hear and see 
with ease. At an early stage in the project they uncovered some Victorian 
mosaics and tiling of high quality, which the contractors restored with 
care. Completing this project has enabled the church to accommodate 
growing congregations, ecumenical initiatives, and a wider engagement 
with the community.



Daniel Adams
In 2015, Daniel Adams received a Pantyfedwen grant to support his MRes course in Cancer Sciences 
at the University of Birmingham, and was grateful for the first real taste of what a research career 
entails. “Throughout this degree, I delved into the past and current therapies for cancer treatment 
as well as gained an in-depth look at the true intricacies of cancer development and research. I was 
able to undertake a cancer immunology research project, which enabled me to identify more about 
the world of cancer immunology and re-affirmed my commitment that cancer immunology is the 
potential hope for a cure that is so desperately needed”.

A few recent beneficiaries
STUDENTS

As mentioned above, the Foundation does distribute grants to many postgraduate students each year; these grants are paid to meet the cost 
of tuition fees up to a maximum of £7,000 in each case. Below are the stories of some of those students who received a Pantyfedwen grant 
during these last few years, and the difference the postgraduate course has made to their career. Our aim is to develop and expand this 
section of the website each year:  www.jamespantyfedwen.cymru.

Catherine Jones
Catherine Jones studied for a Music MA in Bangor University, and she has recently graduated with 
Distinction. Her research topic for the MA was Henry Brinley Richards (1817-1885), a composer 
and editor of the ‘Songs of Wales’, and she was very grateful for the financial support she received 
from the James Pantyfedwen Foundation. Catherine has now progressed to study for a PhD, and 
is researching the music of the north Wales quarrying communities during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century, in particular the communities associated with the Penrhyn and Dinorwig 
Quarries and some of the smaller quarries in Blaenau Ffestiniog.

Isabella Boorman
Isabella was awarded a Pantyfedwen grant to study her MA in History of Art at the Courtauld 
Institute of Art, London. “As someone who has a true love (and genuine obsession!) for art history, 
having the opportunity to study at the world’s leading centre for the study of art history and 
conservation was a life-changing experience. I am incredibly grateful to The James Pantyfedwen 
Foundation for their support, which gave me confidence in my own abilities, and without which it 
would have been financially impossible for me to attend. I have worked for institutions such as the 
Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice and the Royal Academy of Arts, London, and since completing 
my MA I have been fortunate enough to return to Wales to work in my current role as Curator of 
Art Exhibitions at Amgueddfa Cymru-National Museum Wales, Cardiff. I am extremely proud and 
committed to promoting the art, culture and language of Wales”.



Jessica Lloyd Jones
Following a first degree in Fine Arts in Staffordshire University, Jessica received a Pantyfedwen 
grant to study for a two year MFA Sculpture degree at the Edinburgh College of Art. Since then, she 
has pursued a career as a practicing visual artist, working at the intersection of art and science - 
investigating concepts of energy and natural phenomena through the experimental use of materials 
and light to provide new perspectives on the world in which we live. Amongst her solo exhibitions 
have been Particles at the National Eisteddfod, A Chemical Process at Oriel Mwldan Gallery, At 
the Edge of Light and Darkness at the Leitrim Sculpture Centre in Ireland, and Hidden Energies at 
Summerhall in Edinburgh. She has also received many commissions, contributed to many group 
exhibitions, been a residence artist in different parts of Wales, Ireland and New York and has been 
the recipient of various awards.

Gwyn Owen
Gwyn Owen from Bangor was awarded a grant in 2015 to complete an MA in Performance 
(trumpet). “With the financial support I received from the Pantyfedwen Foundation, I was able 
to complete by Masters course at the Royal Academy of Music, which gave me the confidence to 
start a career as a professional musician. I was fortunate to be offered work with a professional 
orchestra, and the opportunity to prepare for this with the college tutors was very valuable. I spent 
a year with the main commitment being one of two leading trumpeters with the Southbank Sinfonia. 
I now work regularly as a soloist and with brass ensembles, and have started a trial period as a 
trumpeteer with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.”

Sophie Williams
“I was extremely fortunate to receive funding from the James Pantyfedwen Foundation for the 
duration of my doctorate. Their generous donation enabled me to fulfil my dream of postgraduate 
education and to pursue my scholarship into Welsh and Basque national identity to its fullest 
potential, generating peer-reviewed articles and a forthcoming monograph. Since completing my 
studies, I have qualified as a languages teacher and now work in the Civil Service, where I continue 
to benefit from the research skills gained through my doctoral investigation. I am extremely grateful 
to the Foundation for their support, without which I would have struggled to fund my PhD.”


